One package of cigarettes would buy enough milk
for a person for a day. One carton of cigarettes could
buy a day's meals for two people at least. Fifty cents
spent for one alcoholic drink could pay for some fine
vegetables and fruit. Think of all the things better than
whisky that you could buy with two dollars!
Much poverty is caused by spending for beer and other
alcoholic beverages money that could be used to buy
food, clothing, and shelter. Why do people let themselves
be persuaded to waste their money by buying things
that are bad for them? Perhaps they have been per-
suaded to buy alcoholic beverages by advertisements.
In a recent year $100,000,000 was spent to persuade peo-
ple  to buy beer,  wine,  whisky,  and  other  alcoholic
drinks. One hundred million dollars spent to persuade
people to buy something that might do them hai^n!
How much food could have been bought with this
money? How much medical care could have been ob-
tained for people who needed it? How many houses could
have been built?
To spend your money wisely, you need to know some-
thing about the kinds of things that are for sale. You
must know which ones will suit your purposes and your
pocketbook. You want things that will last a reasonable
length of time and not require too much expense or
trouble to keep in good condition. You know that some
washable school clothes, for instance, cost less in the
first place than woolens or silks. Then washable clothes
do not have to be dry cleaned. After a permanent wave
the hair may need setting at a biato=^ parlor. This in-
creases the total cost of the wave.
The intelligent -buyer makes sure that a bargain is
really a saving of money. Have you ever noticed that
very cheap clothing or furniture often has a great deal
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